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Abstract: This paper explores the intersection of Newton’s laws of motion and student psychology, focusing 

on the concepts of autopilot, motivation, and neuroscience. By drawing parallels between physical laws and 

psychological phenomena, this analysis aims to elucidate how these principles can inform educational 

practices and enhance student engagement and performance. Issac Newton’s laws of motion have long served 

as foundational principles in physics, but their implications extend beyond the realm of natural sciences. This 

paper posits that these laws can be metaphorically applied to understand student behavior and motivation. By 

integrating concepts from physics with modern educational psychology, the study explores how human 

behavior in academic settings reflects principles similar to inertia, force, and reaction. Newton’s First Law is 

associated with habitual student behavior and resistance to change, explaining how learners often remain in 

passive or active academic states unless influenced by external or internal motivational forces. The Second 

Law is interpreted through the relationship between motivation, emotional support, and academic progress, 

while the Third Law highlights the reciprocal effects of teacher-student interactions and learning environments 

on student performance and emotional wellbeing. The paper further incorporates neuroscientific perspectives.  

Ultimately, this interdisciplinary approach demonstrates that learning is not merely a cognitive process but a 

dynamic interaction between behavior, environment, emotion, and neurological functioning. 
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1. Introduction 

For centuries, scholars and thinkers from different fields have been deeply interested in 

understanding the connection between science and human behavior.[1][2][3]. 

The elaboration of Newton’s laws of motion is always defined by my father in the early stage of 

my student life, he connects these laws with the reality of life. It always ponder that how easily my 

father relate science with day today’s life and with human psychology. 

This research paper explores the intersection between Newton’s Three Laws of Motion and 

human psychology from the perspective of senior secondary school students. Its primary objective is 

to examine how these scientific laws can be metaphorically applied to psychological concepts such 

as behavioral inertia and cognitive inertia. [4][5] Drawing upon the fields of psychology, 

neuroscience, consciousness, and the subconscious mind, the study seeks to explain how human 

thoughts, emotions, and behaviors are influenced by internal and external forces.[6][7] Furthermore, 

it aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the functioning of young minds through an 

interdisciplinary analytical approach.  

Motion is an essential part of life, and in many ways, life itself is a continuous form of motion. 

Movement is not limited only to physical objects; human thoughts, emotions, behaviors, and 

relationships are constantly changing and evolving as well. Interestingly, the laws of physics can also 

be understood metaphorically in the context of psychology, providing valuable insights into human 

motivation, behavior, decision-making, and social interactions. 

http://www/
mailto:shrutikhare@095gmail.com


2 AMERICAN Journal of Language, Literacy and Learning in STEM Education www. grnjournal.us  

In 2019, Aline Holzwarth, a consultant and educator on sustainable business and sustainability in 

technology, proposed The Three Laws of Human Behavior which are based on Newton's laws of 

motion. [8] These principles mean that actions remain in their current state unless influenced by 

changes in friction or motivation, behavior depends on personal and environmental factors, and each 

decision involves trade-offs and possible unintended consequences. 

Human behavior is often complex and diverse; however, like the principles of physics, it tends 

to follow certain patterns and underlying rules [9][10]. These generalizations can help individuals 

better understand their own actions, thoughts, and emotions, while also providing deeper insight into 

the behavior of people around them. 

According to Isaac Newton’s First Law of Motion, an object already in motion continues to move 

unless an external force acts upon it. In a similar way, human habits often continue automatically 

unless a strong effort or significant influence interrupts them. Psychologists describe this tendency as 

“behavioral inertia.” [11][12] A study conducted by Duke University in 2012 revealed that nearly half 

of our everyday actions are driven by habits rather than conscious decisions. This suggests that people 

often move through daily life on “autopilot,” repeating familiar patterns of behavior without actively 

thinking about them. 

For example, habits such as smoking may continue for many years until a powerful personal 

realization, emotional experience, or external influence motivates an individual to change. On the 

other hand, positive habits also follow the same principle. Regular acts of kindness, empathy, and 

compassion gradually become a natural part of a person’s character over time. Thus, just as physical 

objects resist changes in motion, human beings also tend to resist changes in their established 

behaviors and routines. 

Habit formation is a critical aspect of student behavior, influencing both attendance and 

engagement in school activities. According to Duhigg (2012), habits are formed through a loop of 

cue, routine and reward, which can lead to automatic behaviors. When students develop of attending 

school, they may operate an “autopilot”, attending classes without conscious deliberation. However, 

disruption to these habits, whether through external forces or changes in motivation, can lead to 

decreased attendance [13]. 

External forces can significantly impact a student’s ability to attend school. These forces may 

include socioeconomic factors, family responsibilities and some barriers such as inadequate 

transportation or school recourses [14]. 

Second Law of Motion: Force and Motivation 

F = ma 

Newton’s Second Law explains that the force acting on an object is equal to the product of its 

mass and acceleration. Metaphorically, this law can be connected to motivation and personal growth 

in psychology [15][16]. In human life, “force” may represent motivation, encouragement, ambition, 

pressure, or emotional influence, while “mass” can symbolize obstacles such as fear, stress, insecurity, 

or lack of confidence [17]. 

The greater the motivating force, the more likely a person is to take action and move toward 

change. For students and young minds especially, both intrinsic motivation (such as curiosity or 

personal goals) and extrinsic motivation (such as rewards, praise, deadlines, or parental support) play 

an important role in shaping academic performance and personal development. 

Psychological studies on behavior change show that consistent small efforts often create more 

lasting transformation than a single intense push. Daily encouragement, positive routines, and gradual 

self-discipline can steadily change a person’s direction in life. In this sense, motivation acts much like 

force in physics—it influences movement, progress, and growth. 

Motivation is a multifaceted construct that encompasses intrinsic and extrinsic factors. Intrinsic 
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motivation refers to the internal drive to engage in an activity for its own sake, while extrinsic 

motivation involves external rewards or pleasure. Let’s analyze the students’ behavior in respect to 

Newton’s first law of motion that the decision to attend school is influenced by a complex interplay 

of motivational factors and external barriers. Research indicates that students who possess a strong 

intrinsic motivation are more likely to engage in school activities and persist in their school endeavors. 

Newton’s Third Law states that for every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction. This 

principle can also be observed in human relationships and social behavior. Every action, word, or 

attitude often produces a corresponding emotional or behavioral response from others. 

For example, kindness and encouragement usually generate trust, cooperation, and positivity, 

whereas criticism, anger, or negativity may lead to resistance or emotional withdrawal. In educational 

environments, teacher feedback, peer interaction, and parental support significantly affect students’ 

confidence, learning behavior, and emotional well-being.  

Human interactions can also be compared to “social collisions.” Just as collisions in physics 

create new outcomes, interactions between people often shape important moments in life. A simple 

conversation, a chance meeting, or a supportive friendship can influence a person’s future, inspire 

new ideas, or create meaningful opportunities. Psychologists studying social dynamics suggest that 

these interactions frequently have a greater impact on human development than carefully planned 

decisions. 

Therefore, Newton’s Third Law not only explains physical reactions in nature but also 

symbolically reflects the reciprocal nature of human emotions, communication, and social 

relationships. 

 

2. Methodology 

This study employs a mixed –methods approach, combining quantitative surveys and qualitative 

interviews to gather data on students from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds was surveyed to assess 

their motivations for attending school and the external factors affecting their attendance. Additionally 

in depth interviews were conducted with 200 students to gain a deeper understanding of their 

experiences and perceptions. The interviews aims to explore students’ perceptions of the forces 

influencing their academic behaviors and confidence levels. Data were analyzed using thematic 

analysis to identify recurring themes related to the influence of the external forces on student 

psychology. Data analysis follows a thematic approach, identifying key themes related to reciprocity 

and the psychological implications of Newton’s third law as well. The analysis aims to uncover 

patterns in student behavior and the underlying psychological mechanisms that drive these 

interactions. The selected literature was analyzed to draw connections between the principles of 

motion and psychological constructs. 

 

3. Results 

Language The analysis revealed several key themes linking Newton’s laws of motion to student 

psychology. Firstly, the concept of autopilot illustrates how established routines can facilitate learning 

but may also lead to disengagement if not actively managed Secondly, intrinsic motivation serves as 

a driving force for sustained academic engagement. Thirdly, reciprocal interactions between students 

and educators significantly impact motivation and learning outcomes. Lastly, neuroscience provides 

a biological basis for understanding motivation and learning processes.The survey results indicated 

that intrinsic motivation such as love for learning and personal goals, was  the most significant factor 

influencing school attendance. Approximately 75% of respondents reported their desire to learn was 

a primary motivator. Conversely, external forces, particularly family responsibilities and 

socioeconomic challenges, were cited by 60% of participants as barriers to consistent attendance. 

http://www/


4 AMERICAN Journal of Language, Literacy and Learning in STEM Education www. grnjournal.us  

Qualitative dada from interviews revealed that students often felt overwhelmed by external pressures, 

which disrupted their habitual attendance patterns.  

 

4. Discussion 

The findings of this study suggest that the importance of fostering intrinsic motivation among 

students to enhance school attendance. Educational institutions should focus on creating engaging 

learning environments that promote a love for learning. Additionally, addressing external barriers is 

crucial for supporting students in their educational journeys. The concept of habit formation also 

highlights the need for interventions that reinforce positive attendance behaviors, allowing students 

to operate on autopilot in their educational pursuits. 

The metaphorical application of Newton’s laws of motion to student psychology offers valuable 

insights into the dynamics of learning. Understanding motivation as a force that can either propel or 

hinder academic engagement is crucial for educators. Additionally, recognizing the reciprocal nature 

of student – teacher interactions can inform pedagogical strategies that foster a support learning 

environment. The integration of neuroscience into educational practices can further enhance our 

understanding of how motivation influences learning. The principle of equal and opposite reactions 

is evident in the reciprocal nature of student interactions, where actions and reactions shape the 

educational experiences. Moreover, educators who recognize the impact of their actions on student 

emotions can create a more conducive learning environment, ultimately leading to improved academic 

outcomes. Finally, managing the transition to autopilot in learning processes is essential for 

maintaining student engagement. 

Modern neuroscience has shown that the patterns of our thinking strongly influence our behavior, 

emotions, and decisions. Much like gravity pulls an object in a particular direction, repeated thought 

patterns can guide the mind along certain emotional pathways. Negative thoughts often lead the mind 

toward stress, fear, or anxiety, whereas positive thinking and gratitude are more likely to create 

feelings of peace, confidence, and emotional balance. Psychologists describe this tendency as 

“cognitive bias,” where the mind naturally leans toward familiar patterns of thinking and 

interpretation. 

These mental tendencies suggest that, just as physical laws govern the external world, certain 

psychological patterns also shape our inner world. However, human beings are not completely 

controlled by these patterns. By developing greater self-awareness, reflection, and emotional 

understanding, individuals can gradually recognize unhealthy thought processes and consciously 

reshape them. In this way, the mind can be “reprogrammed” toward healthier, more constructive ways 

of thinking and behaving. 

Isaac Newton explained the principles of motion through three fundamental laws that continue to 

shape scientific understanding even today. Interestingly, these laws can also be interpreted 

metaphorically to better understand human psychology, behavior, and social interaction. 

Another important aspect of this study lies in its educational and philosophical implications. 

Scientific metaphors often enhance conceptual understanding by simplifying abstract ideas into 

familiar structures [18],[19].  Students and readers may better comprehend psychological concepts 

when they are associated with universally known physical laws. Similarly, this approach encourages 

critical thinking by inviting readers to analyze how principles governing the external world may 

symbolically reflect internal human realities. Philosophically, the study raises important questions 

about determinism, free will, causation, and the extent to which human behavior follows identifiable 

patterns. Such inquiries contribute not only to psychology but also to broader discussions in 

philosophy of science and human nature. 
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5. Conclusion  

This literature review highlights the relevance of Newton’s law of motion in understanding 

student psychology. By examining motivation, reciprocal interactions, neuroscience and the concept 

of autopilot, educators can gain a deeper understanding of the factors that influence student learning. 

Future research should continue to explore these connections, providing a more comprehensive 

framework for enhancing educational practices. 

In conclusion, Newton’s Laws of Motion extend beyond their traditional scientific significance 

and offer compelling metaphorical insights into human psychology. The principles governing 

physical movement may, in many ways, resemble the forces shaping human thought, emotion, and 

behavior. Through analytical examination, these laws can illuminate patterns of resistance, 

motivation, reciprocity, and transformation within human life. This interdisciplinary exploration not 

only broadens academic understanding but also demonstrates the enduring relevance of classical 

scientific ideas in interpreting contemporary psychological realities. 

Future research suggestions 

The metaphorical application of scientific principles to psychology is not entirely new. Scholars 

in behavioral science, philosophy, sociology, and cognitive studies have often employed physical 

analogies to explain mental processes and social behavior. Concepts such as equilibrium, energy, 

tension, and momentum have frequently been used to interpret emotional and psychological states. 

However, the analytical exploration of Newton’s Laws of Motion in relation to human psychology 

remains comparatively underdeveloped in academic discourse. Most studies either mention these 

parallels superficially or treat them as simplified motivational metaphors rather than subjects of 

rigorous conceptual analysis. Therefore, there exists a significant opportunity to examine these laws 

more systematically within psychological and behavioral frameworks. 

The relevance of such interdisciplinary exploration has increased in the modern era, particularly 

in the context of rapidly changing social conditions, technological advancement, and mental health 

concerns. Contemporary society exposes individuals to constant psychological pressures, including 

academic competition, professional stress, social comparison, emotional instability, and identity 

conflicts. Understanding behavioral patterns through relatable scientific analogies may contribute to 

more accessible interpretations of psychological processes. Newtonian concepts offer clarity because 

they are universally recognized and logically structured. By translating psychological behavior into 

frameworks inspired by motion, force, and reaction, researchers may gain innovative perspectives on 

motivation, emotional resilience, decision-making, habit formation, and interpersonal dynamics. 

Furthermore, this interdisciplinary approach highlights the unity of knowledge across academic 

domains. The separation between sciences and humanities has often limited broader intellectual 

understanding. Integrating concepts from physics with psychological theory encourages holistic 

thinking and demonstrates how universal patterns may operate across both physical and human 

systems. Such exploration does not imply that human psychology can be reduced entirely to 

mechanical laws; rather, it emphasizes the usefulness of analogical reasoning in interpreting complex 

human experiences. Human behavior remains deeply influenced by consciousness, emotion, culture, 

morality, and subjective perception, all of which exceed the predictability of physical systems. 

Nevertheless, metaphorical and analytical parallels can provide valuable insights into behavioral 

tendencies and psychological responses. 
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