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Abstract. This article analyzes Uzbekistan and Central Asia as a historical and cultural space and
examines their role within the geopolitical system. The study explores the region’s significance as a
crossroads of ancient civilizations, its rich cultural heritage, and key political and economic factors
shaping its development. Special attention is given to the contemporary geopolitical importance of
Central Asia and Uzbekistan’s role in regional and international cooperation.
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Introduction:

Central Asia is a geocivilizational region with deep and complex cultural values, occupying a special
place in the periods of humanity's development and progress. This space expresses itself both as a
spatial dimension and as a system for integration located between remnants of spiritual and cultural
memory, solid energy and other resources, interdependent economic threads, and political processes.
Uzbekistan, being at the core of the region, guarantees the sustainability of socio-economic
connectivity in this space and is an independent subject of modern transformation processes. As
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev emphasized, "Central Asia is entering a new, historically significant
stage of its development. Today, we are stepping into a phase of genuine unity. For the first time in
many years, an atmosphere of mutual trust, good neighborliness, and respect is forming in our region,
serving as the foundation for our collective progress forward"*.

From a geographical standpoint, Central Asia is located in the heart of Eurasia and has long served as
a natural bridge connecting the cultural and socio-economic ties between East and West. The
processes of trade, economic, and cultural exchange carried out along the Great Silk Road
contributed to the transformation of this region into a crossroads of civilizations. As a result, the
region developed not only as a conduit for material wealth, but also as a space for the transmission of
ideas, scientific views, and religious-philosophical teachings. It was this process that enabled the
interpretation of Central Asia as an active cultural subject.

Literature review:

The territory of Uzbekistan has been a place of advanced urban culture since ancient times, with
cities such as Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and Termez emerging as centers of science and
spirituality. During the 9th-12th centuries, the non barbarian enlightenment and renaissance processes
equipped this region with elite competencies, eventually producing one of the leading world
civilization poles. By virtue of the emergence of the basic principles of algebra through Muhammad
al-Khwarizmi, the natural scientific contemplations of Abu Rayhan Beruni or the medical and
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metaphysical treatises of Abu Ali ibn Sina, it established the widespread and cosmopolitan character
of human thought. These processes demonstrate that the Central Asian civilization was not a closed,
but rather an open cultural system, prepared for communicating with its neighbors.

The Timurid period is one of those periods that has a bright historical image of the continuity
between the centers of political-centralization and the centers of scientific-cultural ascendance. In
addition to my interpretation that Mirzo Ulugbek's observatory operated as an observatory where
astronomical observations were made, it was also a symbolic phenomenon that represented the
rational basis of science. This era shows that the right mix of scientific independence and political
structure is a near requisite of civilization.

The region experienced Soviet modernization in the 20th century. Combined with industrialization,
rising literacy, and infrastructure, the question of national identity grew in complexity through this
period. The 1991 independence posed a new historical challenge for the Central Asian states —
restoration of national statehood and entry into the global system as independent subjects.

Post: Uzbekistan has embraced a model of gradual modernization since independence.
Philosophically speaking, one could view this as a dialectic of tradition and revival. At the same
time, it adjusted with the global system through market economy, open foreign policy, and
institutional reforms, and lured to national values and historical heritage. Central Asia has been
changing not as separate land but as a system with close inter contamination especially in recent
years where regional co-operation has gained its steps through the impetus and determination.

In the 21st century, the region has gained even more geopolitical importance. Global centers of
power are casting eyes on the region, in part for its energy resources, and also for the transport and
communication corridors and transit opportunities it offers. Uzbekistan figured amongst these states,
which makes sense considering its central geographical positioning as a critical protagonist of
regional integration processes. The importance of these projects, especially transnational railways and
trade corridors, lies in the need to combine not just the economic benefits, but the socio-political
ones too, which include regional stability.

Results

At the same time, "Central Asia faces numerous complex challenges. The rational use of water
resources, the ecological crisis (particularly the Aral Sea disaster), demographic growth, and security
threats require a cooperative approach from the countries of the region"2. From a philosophical
perspective, these issues should be addressed based on the principle of "shared space - shared
responsibility.” Indeed, for the individual development of the region's countries to be sustainable, a
balance of trust and mutual interests must be established between them.

Culturally, "Central Asia is a nation of nations or people of shared ancestry. The main advantage of
this development is the natural foundation of regional solidarity based on similarities in language,
customs, religious values, and social traditions™ It is within this process, that Uzbekistan can readily
promote integration through cultural diplomacy and more exchange of scientific ideas.

Conclusion

the issue of Uzbekistan and Central Asia is not merely a geographical or political concept, but a
complex civilizational phenomenon at the intersection of historical memory, cultural identity, and
modern transformation processes. The future development of the region depends on the harmony of
economic integration, political dialogue, and cultural cooperation. Uzbekistan, with its central
location, historical heritage, and reform-oriented policies, continues to be a crucial factor in ensuring
stability and fostering development in Central Asia
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